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give, punctuality and fear of God. Take, for instance, his beha-
viour towards the Jew money-lender who had gone to abuse and
denounce him. Hazrat Omar felt that great insult was being offer-
ed to his preceptor. He could not bear it. But the Prophet took
his disciple to task and asked him to pay the money-lender not
only the principal but also something more as a token of repen-
tance for the wrong he had done. This extraordinary treatment
of the money-lender had a consequence that Hazrat Omar had
never hoped for. That Jew, it is said, embraced Islam. In this
same lesson there is something about a non-Muslim also.
Once the Prophet was sleeping under a tree, alone and unarmed."
A man went to him and said, "Speak up, Mohammed, who is
there to save thee now?" The answer was: "Allah." The man
began to tremble like a leaf and the sword fell from his hands.
The Prophet took up the sword and asked him, "Now it is your
turn, say who can save you now?" The infidel trembled as he
answered, "There is no one except you." The Prophet did not
take his life, but generously forgave him. The infidel became a
Mussalman then and there.
These one or two examples are not the only ones concerning
humility and generosity towards enemies and antagonists. The
life of Prophet Mohammed written by Maulana Shibli contains
long stories illustrating these. Ideal behaviour is prescribed as the
method of purification or tabligfi. In my humble view this is the
right and proper religious preaching. Preaching through ideal
behaviour is the most innocent, flawless, telling and potent
preaching.
I do not write this article to suggest how the preaching should
be done. My aim is simple: all of us taking a lesson from the
life of Prophet Mohammed, If we want the unity of the heart
to be established we must emulate Prophet Mohammed in his
forgiveness and tolerance.
If there are readers who are not impressed by the stories
from the Prophet's life, they should turn the pages of the Rama-
yana and the Mahabharata* They will find in these books a good
many examples of generosity and tolerance. We do not need
detailed resolutions proclaiming disobedience of laws. If we but
foHow the basic principles of our respective religions, we will see
Kuiy among us have become irreligious and godless. By
violence to subjugate one another we are using violence
OUT ovv^ souk. Instead of the two communities doing their
appointed tasfeami fc^rmg to secure rights by doing their respec-